
it is hard to believe that the fcc would consider allowing the
money hungry utility companies to do something that would increase
the already high noise levels on the HF bands. the japanies have
already done their homework on this subject and found that the
noise levels subjected to the HF bands is uneceptable. go to this
link for the story. http://www.jarl.or.jp/English/4_Library/A-4-
1_News/jn0208.htm

PLC, a shortened form of the word "Power Line Communications" that
intends to implement high rate Internet data transmission on
existing electrical power lines, is an extremely important issue
for amateur radio as it occurs between 2 MHz - 30 MHz, and HF
reception can be seriously disturbed by such radiation.

JARL has been deeply concerned about PLC, and firmly expressed
strong opposition to the Ministry of Public Management, Home
Affairs, Posts and Telecommunications (MPHPT.)

On April 30, 2002, the Ministry's study group on PLC held its first
public hearing with JARL, Association of Radio Industries and
Business, and others. At the meeting, the results of collaborated
field tests, which were held in January, 2002, were reported. The
tests included monitoring leakage of electric waves from power
lines -- specifically in cases of providing Internet access via
power lines to homes.

In this way, JARL actively cooperated with the group. Even more, at
the group's request, JARL dispatched one of its directors, Mr.
Masao Matsumoto, JA1AYC, to Germany to conduct research on the PLC
situation in Europe.

As a result, MPHPT's study group officially announced in its fifth
meeting on July 31 that it is too early to allow PLC between 2 MHz
and 30 MHz due to hazardous effects on HF users. This news was
reported by major newspapers including Yomiuri, Asahi and Mainichi,
as well as the major financial daily, Nihon Keizai Shimbun.

JARL President, Mr. Shozo Hara, JA1AN, said "JARL is glad that the
Ministry's study group on PLC concluded that it is not suitable to
allow PLC between 2 MHz and 30 MHz. However, we need to keep in
mind that the future course of environmental demonstrative tests,
their direction and international standards planning need to be
watched very carefully." i hope the fcc will do its homework on
this without letting the utility companies wine and dine them into
letting it happen.  i have been a ham operator for over 25 years
and i know the bands are getting to noisy and crowded as it is.


